“Peace is a gift of God, but requires efforts. Let us be people of
peace in prayer and deed.”
Pope Francis
COSCom January - Blessings of Peace and Health for 2022
Inspirational Thoughts

Let me start by wishing you all a very blessed 2022. Hopefully, this year brings us
closer to the end of the pandemic, or at least a less interrupting way to live with
Covid.
Pope Francis started the year with the 55th World Day of Peace message on the 1st of
January entitled: Dialogue between Generations, Education and Work: Tools for
Building Lasting Peace. To bring different generations closer together, he
participated in a new Netflix series called Stories of a Generation. The 4-episode
documentary, made by filmmakers younger than 30, highlighted interviews with
people older than 70, who all made an impact on society either through their
courage, creativity, their pioneering crossing of boundaries, or their joy of life. Both
the document and the documentary are an inspiring start for the New Year. Read
more.

What Happened

COS Christmas Season 2021
This year saw the Christmas celebrations scaled down due to the Covid protocols
announced by the government just before Christmas. Unlike last year when masses were
celebrated in an empty church, this year we welcomed 50 parishioners at every mass and
had a large number of views for the livestreamed masses.

A beautiful stable was set up in the sanctuary by one of our Couples Group coordinators,
Jan de Jong, and his neighbor Dick Baelde. It replicated the stable in Bethlehem and was
unique as the altar had a ‘baldacchino’ over it, from which Father Sjaak celebrated the
Eucharist. Huge thanks to Jan and Dick for constructing a beautiful nativity scene for us
to enjoy this Christmas.

Speaking of enjoyment, here is an adorable photo of smiling baby Matilda Faye Vicera
Kovaljov, who was the center of attention when she was baptised on the second day of
January. Photo included with the permission from Matilda’s mum.

In addition to the traditional stable, a tribute to refugees was also set up on the side altar,
in keeping with Pope Francis’ words - ‘’The refugee crisis is the shipwreck of humanity.’’
Like the holy family of Nazareth 2000 years ago, refugees today relive the biblical story “there is no place for them’’.

May we never forget these brothers and sisters and if opportunities arise to support
them, may we welcome them and help them to integrate into our world as best as we can.
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Praat Café: A Hand in Hand Refugee Project
After a long Covid break, the Praat Café resumed face-to-face meetings after the
summer of this year. The Praat Café was started in November 2018 as an initiative of the
Hand in Hand Refugee Project, within the Justice & Peace Ministry of our parish.The
meetings were held on the first and third Monday evenings of every month at the Lola
Bikes and Coffee café in The Hague. During these sessions, a group of Dutch-speaking
volunteers and refugees came together in a fun and informal setting to get to know each
other, have small group talks, and share ice-breaker games. Read more.

What's Happening
The Blessing of Bibles
We celebrate the Sunday of the Word of God on 23rd January, at which there will be
the blessing of Bibles during both the Masses. Please bring your Bibles if you would like
to receive this blessing.
“When we pray, we speak to God. But when we read, God speaks to us.” - St. Jerome
—-----------------------------------------------------

Kerkbalans 2022
Kerkbalans Sunday is on 30th January. Watch out for more news on our website.
—-----------------------------------------------------

Virtual Food Drive 2022
For their annual Food Drive, the Religious Education team needs your help to restock the
R.C. Emmauskerk food pantry shelves for the winter months. The Emmauskerk in The
Hague serves the needy families in the area with food regardless of their religious
affiliation. Due to Covid, RE is conducting a virtual food drive this year to help supply this
vital food pantry. Click here to find out more.
Your support of this initiative is appreciated. God bless you for your generosity.
—-----------------------------------------------------

News on the Synod
Our parish will be involved in the synodal discussions which will commence during Lent.
Read more about the synod here. A preparatory document for the synod is also available
here.

Alumni Corner
During the Christmas season we received many cards, emails and messages from
our alumni all over the world. Thank you so much dear alumni. We are delighted
that we are still connected with you, wherever in the world you are.

We would like your feedback…..
The COS Newsletter started in November 2020. We would love to know what
your thoughts are about the contents of the Newsletter and would appreciate it,
if you could please send us your feedback to the following two questions:
1) I like the COS Newsletter for the following reasons:
2) As a ‘’Newsletter’’, I would like to see the following issues included as these
would help to build engagement within our COS Community here in the Hague,
as well as with our Alumni community overseas:
Please send your responses to engagement@parish.nl by the 31st of January
2022.
Thank you for your constructive feedback and your ideas to build engagement.

Please help support us!

